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November 8, 2006

Ms. Edwina Davis-Robinson
Asthma Program Manager 
District of Columbia Department of Health 
825 North Capital Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20020

Ms. Davis-Robinson:

On behalf of Friendship Public Charter School, I am pleased to support use of the Hip-Hop to Better Asthma Control© program to improve the health of asthmatic school children in the District of Columbia. 

As the Director of Health Services of Friendship Public Charter Schools, the largest public charter school system in the District serving over 3,500 students in Wards 6, 7, and 8, I am always interested in innovative ways to educate students on health related topics. The Hip-Hop to Better Asthma Control© program held at Southeast Academy and Collegiate Academy in October was excellent!  The music and rhyme offered a format that was stimulating and enjoyable to children and parents alike.  More importantly, children were excited to actively participate in the asthma management learning process.

We are well aware that asthma is the most common chronic disease seen in the pediatric population, and rates remain highest in the areas we serve.  Affects of limited knowledge regarding asthma management include missed school days, visits to emergency departments and hospitalizations, as well as missed workdays by parents.  It is my desire to incorporate the Hip-Hop to Better Asthma Control© program into each schools’ health education initiative with the purpose of improving knowledge of management and decreasing the negative consequences of the disease.


Many thanks for bringing this outstanding program to our schools.  We look forward to continued collaboration.

Sincerely,
Dianne Harris

Dianne Harris

Director of Health Services

Friendship Public Charter Schools, Inc.
